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Mill  House, 

Pateley  Bridge, 

31st  December,  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ripon  and 
Pateley  Bridge  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
Report  upon  the  Health  of  your  District  and,  in  making 
the  report  for  the  year  1946,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
tell  you  the  Health  of  the  District  is  particularly  good. 
Taking  the  year  in  retrospect  I  can  say  that  there  has  been 
no  particular  period  when  there  was  more  than  an  odd 
case  of  infectious  disease.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  with 
the  return  of  our  men  from  overseas,  their  activities  having 
necessitated  them  living  in  disease-ridden  areas  both  in 
Europe  and  the  Tropics,  that  there  is  a  possibility  of 
communicable  diseases  being  brought  home.  So  far, 
however,  little  has  eventuated  in  this  direction.  The 
notices  from  Port  Health  Officers  of  contacts  of  infectious 
disease  arriving  in  your  district  from  vessels  upon  which 
such  disease  has  been  diagnosed  have  been  acted  upon  at 
once  and  your  Inspectors  have  exercised  a  strict  surveillance 
of  all  persons  likely  to  develop  any  suspected  disease. 

The  health  of  the  District  should  be  good  for  there  is 
no  industrial  smoke,  no  industrial  diseases,  in  only  rare 
instances  is  the  density  of  the  houses  greater  than  is  desir¬ 
able  and  overcrowding  in  houses  is  not  very  serious  taking 
the  District  as  a  whole.  As  is  usual  in  good  agricultural 
districts  the  intellectual  level  of  the  population  is  high  and 
the  people  generally  make  the  best  use  of  the  amenities 
afforded  to  them.  It  will  be  seen  that  since  the  departure 
of  war  time  guests  from  the  cities,  infestations  of  scabies 
and  vermin  have  disappeared.  It  is  rare  that  a  report  of 
a  verminous  person  is  received  and  these  odd  cases  are 
usually  itinerant  harvesters  or  very  old  people  who  have 
not  anyone  to  give  them  regular  attention. 
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There  is  evidence  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  our  people 
for  more  information  on  matters  concerning  health.  More 
than  ever  parents  are  showing  a  keenness  to  know  how 
preventable  diseases  may  be  prevented  and  I  can  forsee  a 
demand  being  made  for  still  better  and  healthier  conditions. 
Though  we  made  all  progress  possible  between  the  wars 
there  is  still  much  to  be  done  and  I  am  anxious  to  see  our 
District  with  no  substandard  houses,  good  and  plentiful 
supplies  of  water  and  electricity  available  for  all. 

The  Council  has  been  most  progressive  in  housing 
matters.  I  am  aware  that  they  have  been  moving  faster 
than  the  Ministries  concerned  with  housing  and  faster  than 
the  materials  position  allows.  It  is  a  good  sign.  The 
plans  of  houses  I  have  seen  are  good  plans  and  are  an 
improvement  on  those  of  the  pre  1939  times.  With  the 
help  of  the  Government,  houses  for  the  people  can  be 
obtained  to  replace,  at  a  reasonable  rent,  the  undesirable 
ones  we  now  have  and  the  beneficial  result  can  hardly  be 
estimated. 

I  have  noticed  that  changes  in  environment  soon  produce 
changes  in  habit.  One  sees  the  men  on  the  new  estates 
working  around  home  and  taking  more  interest  in  the 
family  life,  which  is  all  to  the  good.  No  longer  need  they 
go  nightly  to  a  public  house  in  order  to  obtain  a  “bit  of 
comfort  ”  while  the  wife  “  sans  comfort  ”  tussles  with  the 
needs  of  a  family  of  children.  Conditions  are  in  reverse, 
for  the  doubtful  comfort  of  many  of  the  public  houses  com¬ 
pares  very  badly  with  the  amenites  of  the  modern  home. 
This  is  especially  the  case  in  many  of  the  older  “  pubs  ’’ 
where  light  and  ventilation  are  nowhere  near  modern 
house  standards  and  where  there  is  no  regulation  as  to 
overcrowding.  People  need  change  and  recreation  and 
the  overhauling  of  many  of  the  licensed  houses  is  overdue 
and  the  people  who  use  them  certainly  should  be  provided 
with  conditions  which  allow  of  a  reasonably  pure  atmos- 
sphere  and  modern  sanitary  conditions. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  Public  Health  Department 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  have  adequate  labora¬ 
tory  facilities  which  are  always  available. 
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A mbulance  Facilities. — 

(1)  Infectious  cases.  A  motor  ambulance  is  provided. 

(2)  N on-infectious  cases.  Motor  ambulances  are  avail¬ 
able. 

Mortuaries. — The  Mortuary  at  Pateley  Bridge  is  a 
recent  construction  and  comprises  a  waiting  room,  a  re¬ 
ception  room  and  a  room  adequately  equipped  for  post 
mortem  examination. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ripon  City 
Council  for  the  use  of  their  mortuary  in  Shell  Bank  for 
cases  which  occur  in  the  north  eastern  portion  of  the 
district. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  —  Those  available  for 
the  district  are  situated  in  Harrogate  and  Ripon,  and 
cases  are  directed  appropriately. 

Hospitals.- — Public  and  Voluntary. 

(1)  Ripon  and  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

(2)  Ripon  Welfare  Institution  Hospital. 

(3)  Harrogate  General  Infirmary. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  area  during  the  past  year.  Generally  they 
are  fairly  good  and  where  they  are  not  quite  what  may  be 
desired  it  is  because  prevailing  conditions  prevent  their 
improvement.  The  change  from  dry  closets  to  water 
carriage  in  some  villages  which  are  sewered  is  impeded  by 
an  insufficient  supply  of  water  for  that  purpose  and  in  other 
villages  the  reverse  is  the  case.  The  demand  for  labour 
and  materials  for  new  housing  largely  governs  our  activities 
and  it  is  most  difficult  to  decide  the  order  of  priorities. 

WATER. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  greater  progress  would  have 
been  made  in  providing  a  regional  supply  of  water.  Events 
have  moved  rapidly  however,  and  it  may  be  that  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  your  district  as  a  constituent  authority  in  a 
scheme  embracing  an  extensive  area  will  be  the  result  of 
the  exploration  of  possibilities  now  being  made. 

During  the  past  year  the  supply  of  water  has  been  good 
both  in  quantity  and  quality  so  far  as  out  present  schemes 
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provide.  One  supply  was  reported  upon  as  having  a  some¬ 
what  high  bacterial  content  in  specimens  from  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  pipe  line,  but  pure  at  the  source.  The 
necessary  action  has  been  taken. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  supplies  of  the  District 
in  the  form  prescribed  for  Annual  Reports  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Aldfield. 

The  village  is  supplied  privately  with  a  piped  water 
supply  by  the  Aldfield  Estate  Company  from  the  Leeds 
trunk  main.  There  are  twelve  houses  with  water  piped 
into  the  houses.  None  are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

Azerley. 

Galphay.  Water  is  supplied  from  a  privately  owned 
well  in  a  field  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the  greater  part 
of  the  village.  This  does  not  allow  of  all  houses  being 
supplied  in  the  first  floor  rooms  and  some  few  houses  are 
too  high  for  the  supply  to  reach  them  in  pipes. 

Mickley.  The  water  to  this  hamlet  is  from  a  spring  in 
the  hill  at  the  West  End  of  the  village.  The  level  of  this 
spring  is  such  that  at  the  West  End  of  the  village  water  can 
only  be  obtained  by  pumping  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
village  at  heights  varying  from  2  to  4  feet.  The  nearest 
trunk  main  is  owned  by  the  Leeds  Corporation  near 
Grewelthorpe.  In  the  entire  parish  there  are  12  houses 
with  piped  supplies  and  51  on  standpipes. 

B  ewer  ley. 

This  parish,  in  that  portion  adjoining  High  and  Low 
Bishopside,  has  a  good  piped  water  supply  from  the  Eagle 
Hall  Reservoir.  The  village  of  Greenhow  has  only  wells 
which  are  an  uncertain  supply.  There  are  40  houses  with 
water  piped  in  and  none  served  by  standpipes. 

Birstwith. 

The  water  to  the  village  of  Birstwith  is  principally 
supplied  privately  from  the  Swarcliffe  Estate.  A  3  in. 
main  was  laid  almost  to  the  South  Eastern  boundary  of 
the  parish  has  a  connection  to  the  Swarcliffe  pipe.  This 
was  made  during  the  late  war  in  case  of  emergency  but  is 
not  ordinarily  used.  There  are  no  houses  with  piped 
supplies  from  a  public  water  main  nor  any  on  standpipes. 
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Bishop  Monkton. 

The  water  supply  ordinarily  used  is  from  a  reservoir  at 
Dove  Bank  into  which  water  from  a  borehole  is  pumped. 
It  is  a  fairly  hard  water.  At  times  of  a  breakdown  of  the 
machinery,  water  from  an  overflowing  well  (formerly  the 
village  water  supply)  can  be  turned  in  to  the  main  but  this 
is  of  insufficient  altitude  to. adequately  supply  the  village. 
There  are  143  houses  with  water  piped  in  and  none  supplied 
by  standpipes. 

Bishop  Thornton. 

The  upper  portion  of  Bishop  Thornton  is  supplied  in 
detail  by  connections  to  both  Leeds  and  Harrogate  trunk 
mains.  The  village  of  Shaw  Mills  is  dependent  on  wells  for 
its  water  supply.  Nine  houses  have  water  piped  in  and  none 
are  supplied  from  standpipes. 

Bridge  Hewick. 

The  hamlet  has  recently  acquired  a  water  supply  from 
Ripon  City.  Six  houses  have  water  piped  in.  None  are 
supplied  by  standpipes. 

Clint. 

There  is  a  considerable  residential  area  on  the  Hamps- 
thwaite  and  Birstwith  roads  which  is  supplied  from  the 
Leeds  trunk  main.  The  village  of  Burnt  Yates  is  supplied 
from  wells.  Thirty  five  houses  are  on  public  mains.  None 
are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

Clotherholme. 

This  parish  is  supplied  in  detail  from  the  Ripon  Cor¬ 
poration  supply.  There  are  44  houses  with  water  piped  in 
and  none  are  on  standpipes. 

Copt.  Hewick. 

The  water  supply  to  this  village  is  from  two  sub- 
artesian  bore  holes  over  which  there  are  pumps.  These 
supplies  have  always  been  satisfactory  from  the  point  of 
view  of  purity.  No  houses  have  piped  water  supplies  of 
any  kind  from  public  mains. 

Dacre. 

The  water  supply  to  this  parish  is  from  wells  and  springs 
and  these  have  not  always  been  found  reliable.  There 
have  been  shortages  particularly  at  the  high  levels.  No 
houses  are  supplied  from  public  mains. 
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Eavestone. 

This  parish  is  composed  entirely  of  agricultural  holdings 
and  has  no  public  water  supply. 

Fountains  Earth. 

The  village  of  Lofthouse  is  the  most  populous  part  of 
the  parish.  It  has  a  piped  water  supply  from  a  small  reser¬ 
voir  in  land  above  the  village  which  is  filled  by  gravitation 
from  springs  in  the  hills.  Forty  two  houses  have  water 
piped  in  and  two  are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

Givendale. 

This  is  an  agricultural  parish  with  no  public  water 
supply. 

Grantley. 

This  parish  is  supplied  by  the  Grantley  Estate  Water 
Supply.  It  has  no  houses  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 

Grewelthorpe. 

The  village  of  Grewelthorpe  is  supplied  from  a  small 
reservoir  at  Bramley  Cottage  which  is  filled  bv  the  collection 
of  springs  in  nearby  land.  Eighty  five  houses  have  water 
piped  on  and  five  are  supplied  from  standpipes. 

Hartwith-cum-W  insley. 

Ten  Council  houses  are  supplied  from  a  pipe  which  is 
in  turn  supplied  by  arrangement  with  a  neighbouring  owner 
through  a  small  reservoir.  The  remaining  part  of  the  parish 
is  supplied  privately  from  springs  in  hills  above  the  village 
and  other  privately  owned  sources. 

High  and  Low  Bishopside. 

The  water  supply  to  the  town  of  Pateley  Bridge  is  from 
two  sources,  Quarry  Lane  Reservoir  filled  from  springs  in 
the  hill  to  the  North  of  Pateley  Bridge  and  the  Eagle 
Hall  Reservoir  from  the  Level  below  Greenhow  Hill.  The 
water  for  the  village  of  Glasshouses  is  from  an  open  reservoir 
privately  owned,  above  the  village.  The  source  is  some¬ 
what  uncertain  as  it  appears  to  be  gathered  in  the  hills 
above  and  probably  collects  springs  on  the  way  down.  The 
hamlet  of  Wath  has  a  pressure  supply  of  water  privately 
owned.  The  number  of  houses  with  water  piped  in  and 
from  public  mains  is  245  and  3  with  a  standpipe  supply. 

Kirkby  Malzeard. 

The  water  supply  is  from  underground  spring  collection 
into  a  small  covered  reservoir  at  Kexmoor  from  whence  it 
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is  piped  into  the  village  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  In 
periods  of  drought  there  is  insufficient  water  to  supply  all 
the  needs  of  the  village.  At  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
main  a  connection  has  been  made  to  the  Leeds  trunk  main. 
The  number  of  houses  piped  inside  is  110  with  25  supplied 
from  standpipes. 

Laverton. 

There  is  no  public  water  main  supplying  any  premises 
in  the  parish  of  Laverton.  The  parish  is  essentially 
agricultural  and  many  farms  are  very  isolated.  These  have 
their  own  private  supplies. 

Lindrick  with  Studley  Royal  and  Fountains. 

The  water  supply  in  this  parish  is  by  private  arrange¬ 
ment  by  the  Ripon  Corporation  with  Aldfield  Estate 
Company.  Sixteen  houses  have  water  piped  inside  and 
none  are  on  standpipes. 

Littlethorpe. 

The  portion  of  the  village  nearest  to  Ripon  is  supplied 
in  detail  with  water  by  the  Ripon  Corporation  and  the 
remainder  of  the  village  depends  upon  wells  for  its  supply. 
The  number  of  houses  with  water  piped  inside  is  33.  There 
are  no  standpipes. 

Markenfield  Hall. 

There  is  no  public  water  supply  to  this  parish  which 
comprises  one  farmhouse  and  four  cottages.  Water  is 
supplied  inside  the  houses  from  a  private  reservoir. 

Markington  with  W alter thwaite. 

The  water  supply  is  from  a  spring  to  the  West  of  the 
village.  This  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  on  high  land  near 
Hob  Green  and  gravitates  to  the  village  and  to  Ingerthorpe. 
There  are  62  houses  with  piped  supplies  and  1 1  on  stand¬ 
pipes. 

Menwith  with  Darley. 

The  water  supply  to  a  portion  of  the  village  is  from 
a  bore  hole  on  land  adjoining  Station  Lane.  The  water  is 
pumped  to  a  small  reservoir  near  the  Methodist  Chapel  in 
Sheepcote  Lane.  There  are  18  houses  with  water  piped  in 
and  none  on  standpipes. 
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Newby  with  Mulwith. 

This  parish  is  comprised  of  Newby  Hall  and  adjacent 
farms.  It  is  privately  supplied  with  water. 

North  Stainley  with  Sleningford. 

There  are  only  three  properties  on  public  water  mains 
owned  by  Ripon  Corporation.  The  village  is  supplied  from 
wells. 

Nunwick-cum-How grave. 

This  agricultural  parish  consists  of  a  few  farms,  three  of 
which  have  piped  water  supplies  in  to  the  houses  from  a 
Ripon  Corporation  main  passing  through  the  parish. 

Sawley. 

The  village  of  Sawley  is  supplied  from  a  public  well  on 
the  Green  and  some  farms  derive  their  supply  from  a  private¬ 
ly  owned  reservoir  on  high  land  in  Moor  Lane.  There  are 
no  public  piped  supplies. 

Sharow. 

Part  of  this  parish  is  supplied  by  Ripon  Corporation  in 
detail  and  18  houses  have  water  piped  inside.  The  Hall 
and  some  of  the  Estate  properties  are  supplied  from  a 
privately  owned  reservoir  and  8  houses  take  their  supplies 
from  a  standpipe  at  the  lower  part  of  the  village. 

Skelding. 

This  is  an  agricultural  parish  where  each  property  has 
its  own  well  or  spring. 

* 

Skelton. 

The  water  supply  to  this  parish  is  owned  by  the  Newby 
Hall  Estate  Company.  Ten  Council  Houses  have  water 
piped  inside  from  this  supply.  The  greater  number  of 
houses  in  the  village  draw  their  supplies  from  standpipes. 
There  is  no  public  water  main. 

Stonebeck  Down. 

There  is  no  public  supply  to  the  village  of  Ramgill  which 
is  the  most  populous  centre  of  the  parish.  There  is  a  private¬ 
ly  owned  reservoir  in  the  hill  above  the  village. 
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Stonebeck  Up. 

The  village  of  Middlesmoor  derives  its  water  from 
springs  in  the  high  land  collected  in  a  reservoir  and  piped 
through  the  village.  There  are  31  houses  with  piped 
supplies  inside  and  one  house  supplied  by  standpipe. 

Studley  Roger. 

Water  is  supplied  to  this  village  by  private  arrange¬ 
ment  between  the  Ripon  Corporation  and  the  Aldfield 
Estate  Company.  There  are  39  houses  with  piped  supplies 
inside  and  none  on  standpipes. 

Sutton  Grange. 

This  small  parish  has  no  public  water  supply.  Farms 
and  cottages  derive  their  supply  from  a  privately  owned 
reservoir  filled  from  a  bore  hole  by  a  wind  pump. 

Thornthwaite  with  Padside. 

This  is  a  scattered  agricultural  parish  in  which  there  is 
no  public  water  main. 


Thruscross. 

A  scattered  agricultural  parish  with  no  public  water 
main. 


War  sill. 

A  scattered  agricultural  parish  with  no  public  water  main. 
Most  of  the  farms  have  a  good  water  supply  piped  on  from 
a  reservoir  owned  by  the  Swarcliffe  Estate. 


Winksley. 

Water  is  supplied  to  this  village  under  pressure  through 
a  concrete-lined  3  in.  main  from  the  Leeds  trunk  main. 
There  are  9  houses  with  piped  supplies  inside  and  no  houses 
supplied  from  standpipes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  water  samples 
taken  during  the  year  of  both  public  and  private  supplies. 
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Public 

“  S  ” 

Private 

“  S  ” 

Parish. 

Supply. 

or"  u: 

Supply. 

or"U.' 

Bishop  Monkton 
Littlethorpe 

1 

S 

1 

s 

Mickley  (Azerley) 

1 

s 

1 

s 

Grewelthorpe  . . . 

1 

s 

Kirkby  Malzeard 

1 

s 

1 

s 

Galphay  (Azerley) 

1 

s 

Sawley 

1 

u 

2 

u 

Markington 

1 

s 

1 

s 

Bishop  Thornton 

1 

u 

Birstwith 

1 

s 

1 

s 

Dacre  ... 

High  and  Low 

1 

s 

1 

u 

Bishopside 

2 

s 

1 

u 

Hartwith 

1 

u 

Stonebeck  Down 

1 

s 

1 

s 

Stonebeck  Up 

1 

s 

1 

s 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  has  been  no  new  construction  of  sewage  disposal 
works  during  the  past  year.  A  short  length  of  sewer  has 
been  provided  in  Lark  Lane,  Clotherholme,  to  supply  the 
needs  of  a  building  estate  where  the  erection  of  some  50 
houses  is  projected  by  private  enterprise. 

Twenty  two  parishes  have  public  sewers.  Not  all  of 
them  have  efficient  disposal  works  but  no  adverse  report  has 
been  received  regarding  the  effluent  of  any  one  of  them. 
The  disposal  works  at  Shaw  Mills  has  at  times  been  hardly 
able  to  cope  with  the  large  quantity  of  flocculent  matter 
in  the  washings  from  the  Leather  Cloth  Works.  This 
very  fine  fibrous  material  tends  to  clog  the  distributing 
mechanism  and  also  the  filters.  The  works  are  under 
special  observation  and  our  Officers  have  the  assistance 
of  an  Inspector  of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 

HOUSING. 

It  has  been  somewhat  of  a  disappointment  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  make  better  progress  with  the  erection  of 
new  houses,  particularly  the  Swedish  Houses,  the  prefab- 
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ricated  parts  of  which  were  delivered  in  June.  This  has 
been  in  no  way  due  to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  or  its  Officers.  In  spite  of  the  Government’s  urge 
to  us  to  speed  up  the  erection  of  houses  the  several  Depart¬ 
ments  concerned  with  Planning,  Land  Utilisation,  and 
Highways,  were  slow  in  coming  to  agreement.  We  have 
to  thank  the  Housing  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
their  support  of  the  vigorous  action  taken  by  the  Council 
to  get  the  sites  approved.  Work  on  the  houses  is  now 
under  way. 

Under  the  instructions  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  every  possible  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
powers  of  requisitioning  dwelling  houses  which  were  stand¬ 
ing  empty  or  which  were  not  being  fully  used.  There  were 
several  houses  which,  before  the  late  war,  were  used  as 
week-end  cottages  and  which  the  Committee  considered 
that  in  these  times  of  house  shortages  should  be  fully 
occupied.  This  has  been  the  means  of  providing  families, 
who  would  otherwise  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  un¬ 
desirable  circumstances,  with  separate  homes. 

Although  the  needs  of  agriculture  are  in  the  forefront 
and  the  planning  of  workers  houses  is  well  advanced  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials  is  a  factor  which  is  bound 
to  impede  progress.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  pre¬ 
vailing  I  believe  we  have  made  as  good  progress  as  could 
be  expected. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  by  contract  with  two  haulage 
contractors.  One  collects  the  former  Ripon  Rural  Area 
and  the  other  the  former  Pateley  Bridge  Area.  The  disposal 
of  refuse  does  not  present  any  great  problem  as  there  are 
natural  depressions  and  worked-out  quarries  which  will 
suffice  for  a  considerable  time  as  refuse  tips.  In  cases 
where  the  refuse  is  put  in  more  or  less  on  the  level,  control 
is  practised,  but  where  the  tips  are  deep  holes  they  are 
filled  from  one  side  progressively  and  the  refuse  dressed 
and  levelled.  It  would  be  desirable  now  to  extend  the 
collection  service  to  some  small  communities  which  hitherto 
have  not  had  their  refuse  collected  and  as  the  renewal  of 
the  collection  contracts  is  shortly  due  this  will  no  doubt  be 
considered. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


As  may  be  expected  in  a  scattered  Rural  District  there 
are  still  many  houses  with  privy  or  pail  closets.  Where 
there  are  sewers  and  adequate  water  supplies  water  carriage 
is  the  rule.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  provision  of 
sewers  and  disposal  works  for  several  districts  and  a  regional 
supply  of  water,  when  the  desired  change  over  to  water 
carriage  will  be  capable  of  accomplishment. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

The  factories  in  the  area  are  few  and  comprise,  a  paper 
mill,  a  pottery,  a  leather  cloth  works,  hemp  and  twine 
mills,  corn  mills,  and  small  engineering  works.  There  is 
nothing  adverse  to  report  on  the  inspection  of  these  places, 
the  sanitary  conditions  being  satisfactory. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOODS.  . 

With  the  centralization  of  slaughtering  animals  for  food 
the  activities  of  our  inspectorial  staff  are  confined  to  animals 
killed  at  home  (principally  pigs)  and  foods  which  have 
deteriorated  in  retail  shops.  These  foods  are  meat,  bacon, 
ham,  and  tinned  goods.  Any  article  condemned  is  sal¬ 
vaged  where  possible  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  District  is  consider¬ 
able  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  practically 
all  is  sold  as  liquid  milk.  The  dairies  and  collecting  stations 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  milk 
is  distributed  in  accordance  with  local  and  national  re¬ 
quirements.  War  conditions  have  forced  our  smaller  butter 
and  cheese  makers  out  of  business  and  it  is  hoped  that  when 
more  normal  conditions  return  our  farmers  will  again  make 
those  specialities  of  the  Dales  which  were  such  welcome 
additions  to  our  diet  and  which  were  excellent  both  in  food 
value  and  flavour. 


14 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 


No.  of  Cows. 

Gallons  per  day. 
6313 

No.  of  Cowsheds  ... 

1029 

Gallons  sold  wholesale  ... 

12305 

Gallons  sold  retail 

482 

Gallons  to  butter... 

62 

Other  purposes 

379 

Daily  production  per  Cow 

...  2.095  gallons. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  and  streams  in  the  District  are  noted  for  their 
purity  and  with  our  Officers  working  in  co-operation  v/ith 
those  of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  pollution  has  been 
avoided.  There  has  been  a  considerably  greater  volume 
of  water  in  the  water  courses  of  the  District  this  year  and 
the  frequent  spates  have  thoroughly  cleansed  the  beds  of 
the  rivers.  The  river  in  the  upper  Nidderdale  valley,  which 
forms  part  of  your  District,  is  the  Nidd  and  this  river  has 
many  tributaries  increasing  its  volume  to  a  river  of  quite 
considerable  size  where  it  passes  in  to  the  Nidderdale  Rural 
District.  In  the  valley  of  the  Ure  the  river  of  that  name 
enters  in  the  Parish  of  North  Stainley  and  leaves  at  the 
boundary  of  the  Parish  of  Newby.  Part  of  the  West  bank 
of  the  River  Ure  is  in  the  City  of  Ripon  and  in  this  part 
it  receives  the  River  Shell.  The  confluence  of  the  Shell  and 
the  Laver,  which  traverse  valleys  so  named,  is  about  a  mile 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Skell  and  the  Ure,  this  portion  of 
the  river  passing  through  the  City  of  Ripon.  The  flow  of 
these  rivers  is  very  variable  and  the  large  gathering  ground 
which  feeds  them  allows  of  them  being  scoured  out  at  fairly 
frequent  intervals.  It  is  of  rare  occurence  that  there  is 

any  flooding  from  these  rivers  which  is  dangerous  to  health. 

• 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  it  has  been  unnecessary  for 
any  action  to  be  taken  under  this  heading  during  the  past 
year.  Advice  on  the  subject  is  always  available  on  applicat¬ 
ion  to  this  Department,  but  we  do  not  anticipate  that  we 
shall  be  troubled  much  in  this  direction. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  people  of  this  District  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
very  good  sense  they  have  shown  in  making  certain  that 
their  children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria.  Formerly 
the  disease  claimed  many  victims  and  was  not  confined  to 
by  any  means  to  people  of  unclean  habits  as  was  popularly 
supposed.  There  are  very  few  children  of  school  age  or 
under  who  are  not  now  immunised  and  the  County  Educa¬ 
tion  Department,  the  Teachers,  and  all  those  people  in  the 
District  concerned  with  Public  Health  have  contributed  to 
attaining  this  desired  condition. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  will  show  that  cases  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  District  have  been  few  during  the  past  year. 
When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  we  have  in  our 
midst  a  school  in  which  the  scholars  are  drawn  from  an 
industrial  city  and  which  school  is  visited  fairly  frequently 
by  persons  from  thickly  populated  areas  it  will  be  agreed 
that  we  have  escaped  infectious  diseases  very  well.  Your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  have  very  diligently  examined  anything 
in  the  District  likely  to  spread  disease  and  disinfection  of 
any  likely  source  is  carried  out.  Premises  in  which  in¬ 
fectious  disease  has  occurred  are  visited  and  all  efforts  are 
made  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  disease  and  to  note  any 
contacts.  Here  again,  School  Teachers  have  been  very 
helpful  for  the  knowledge  of  the  absence  of  scholars  often 
leads  us  to  what  may  prove  to  be  a  potential  case. 


Small  Pox  ...  Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  24 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ...  Nil. 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  Nil. 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  ...  6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  Nil. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  Nil. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  ...  ...  Nil. 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  ...  ...  Nil. 

Dysentry .  2 

Opthalmia  Neonotorum  ...  ...  Nil. 

Erysipelas .  2 
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Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Malaria 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Other  Diseases 


Nil. 

Nil. 

158 

54 

Nil. 


7 
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SCABIES. 


This  is  now  becoming  a  rarity  which  is  all  to  the  good. 


SHOPS. 


As  your  District  is  essentially  agricultural  and  the 
market  town  for  the  Eastern  portion  is  Ripon,  there  is  no 
area  in  which  there  are  numbers  of  shops  together  on  that 
side  of  the  District.  The  shops  in  these  villages  meet  the 
immediate  needs  of  the  inhabitants  and  very  few  of  them 
employ  anyone  but  the  family  of  the  occupier.  Generally 
they  are  food  shops,  grocers  and  butchers,  though  there  are 
some  small  general  stores  and  hardware  establishments. 
The  greatest  assembly  of  shops  is  at  Pateley  Bridge  where 
there  are  chemists,  bakeries,  furniture  and  general  stores, 
tobacconists,  fish  and  chip  shops,  fruiterers,  florists, 
and  cafes.  The  conditions  in  these  shops  are  generally 
good  and  there  is  nothing  upon  which  I  find  it  necessary  to 
make  an  adverse  report. 


SCHOOLS. 


There  has  been  little  change  in  the  general  condition 
during  the  past  year.  The  Education  Act  of  1944  provides 
for  making  sweeping  changes  including  the  abolition  of 
many  of  the  older  schools  and  the  provision  of  new  ones. 
There  has  been  some  controversy  as  to  whether  the  waiting 
for  transport  to  school  will  adversely  affect  the  health  of  the 
smaller  children  and  some  mothers  do  not  agree  with  the 
smaller  children  being  away  from  home  the  whole  day.  I  do 
not  think,  however,  that  the  health  of  the  children  will  suffer 
from  the  change  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  conditions  and 
equipment  which  will  be  provided  in  the  new  schools  will 
make  the  children  far  more  comfortable  than  they  possibly 
could  be  in  some  of  our  older  schools. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


During  the  past  year  your  Rodent  Control  Operator  has 
been  kept  fairly  busy.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
amount  of  corn  left  out  in  the  fields  in  the  mild  wet  weather 
provided  ample  food  and  cover  and  the  rats  and  mice  stayed 
out  and  bred  much  later  than  is  usual.  The  activities  of 
your  Public  Health  Department  have  always  ensured  that 
the  Council’s  properties  were  kept  free  of  rats  and  mice  and, 
with  the  employment  of  a  full  time  operator  giving  free 
treatment  to  all  premises  where  rats  were  in  evidence 
(other  than  properties  controlled  by  the  Ministries  of 
Agriculture  and  Food),  it  can  be  said  that  everything 
possible  has  been  done  to  rid  the  District  of  destructive 
vermin. 

May  I  conclude  my  report  with  many  thanks  to  all  those 
people  throughout  the  District,  the  Councillors,  Officers, 
and  Citizens,  who  have  given  their  support  and  assistance 
in  furthering  the  cause  of  Public  Health.  This  spirit  of 
co-operation  encourages  us  in  our  onerous  duties  and  makes 
us  feel  that  our  efforts  are  well  worth  while. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  A.  FLINTOFF, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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